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About the Australian Early Warning Network (EWN) 

EWN provides a free emergency alert service that covers everything from tsunami through to severe weather and fire. EWN tracks 

severe events alerting people directly in the path of a storm with potential for hail, flash flooding or damaging winds etc.  To

accomplish this mission EWN has developed a sophisticated but easy to use multi-hazard, multi-channel geographic notification 

system.

This presentation provides a brief description of EWN’s 

operational early warning system. The system sends out 

thousands of alerts on a daily basis. It is the only one of its kind. 

The Early Warning Network, 

6/32 Bay Street, Tweed Heads NSW 2485

Phone: +61 7 5590 4173   Mobile: 0403 147197   

email: Kerry@ewn.com.au

web: www.ewn.com.au Prepared by Kerry Plowright



EW System BriefEW System Brief

EWN is capable of sending one or many millions of alerts to threatened 

populations and individuals.

EWN’s multi-hazard, multi-channel geographic early warning system is designed 

to instantly and simultaneously broadcasts alerts and notifications to individuals, 

groups, or persons in selected areas over multiple communication mediums. 

Alerts are sent via SMS, phone, email, desktopALERT™ and any other electronic 

gateway available. 

Type: Geographic Notification and Information System (GNIS)



How It WorksHow It Works
Notifications or alerts can be sent 

using one of four methods:

1. GIS

2. Group

3. Quick

4. Saved alerts

GIS Alert
A GIS alert, as in the example to the right, is 

where an operator or alert manager selects 

or draws an alert area on the map. After 

creating the message and selecting the 

channels in which to send it through, 

everyone registered within that area will be 

alerted.

Group Alert
A group alert is sent to pre-defined lists.

Quick Alert
A quick alert is used to send to individuals 

or groups selected from a directory.

Saved Alert
This is an alert that is saved, normally setup 

up for an area or community that is 

vulnerable to a known risk. Saves time and 

confusion in emergency situations.



Simultaneous MultiSimultaneous Multi--Channel AlertsChannel Alerts

Text to voice phone or mobile

SMS

Email and desktopALERT

Internet or any other 

electronic gateway



Geospatial DataGeospatial Data

To increase the accuracy of alerts, other geospatial data is overlayed in real time into the GIS control panel.

The systems GIS alerting is accurate to within  three meters. For best results recipients are geo-

located as accurately as possible.



Populating the Populating the AAlert Databaselert Database

Alternatively listings can be 

geographically grouped or 

located as per screen 

above.

The system also allows 

people to login and register 

themselves.

Directories or 

address and contact 

details can be 

imported and 

automatically geo-

coded by the system. 

Individuals alert history

Geo-coding



EWN EWN desktopALERTdesktopALERT™™

In addition to emails and phones EWN can force a desktop popup. Example of orange alert.

desktopALERT ™ is the preferred method by members for receiving daily and detailed notifications



Joining the SystemJoining the System
The public can register into the system online or via DesktopALERT™

NOTE: DesktopALERT™ is about to be replaced with a new version.

When people join using either method, the system checks 

their location for other services they can elect to receive.

Our experience is that people freely provide additional 

information. This information is useful to emergency 

personnel responding to a situation.

Information is collected according to responder needs – ie

‘Where are the gas bottles?’ a common request by fire fighters 

responding to a blaze at 2am in the morning.



A Country Can be Setup in MinutesA Country Can be Setup in Minutes
There is no software to install. Administrators can access and manage their system from any internet connection.



Ready to Send AlertsReady to Send Alerts
Within minutes a new user (country or other entity) could be sending alerts to everyone, a state, a city...



Anyone, AnywhereAnyone, Anywhere
Or to a building or individual...



Management & AdministrationManagement & Administration
The GNIS features substantial management and administrative features driven from experience in daily operations. 

The system is designed to be operated by one or many alert managers at a time. All activities are recorded, 

immediately visible, graphically displayed and available in numerous reports.



We could go on... but by now I think 

you will have got the point.

An extremely capable system is 

available right now free of charge that 

can save lives. 

There are no strings attached to this offer. EWN will provide source code to secure operations 

and is keen to work with any party to jointly improve the system. Users of the system are free to 

change to any other system at any time. But right here, right now is something that can save lives. 

The greatest danger to the public is more talk and no action.


